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KUALA  LUMPUR:
Women should
utilise information
and communica-
tions technology
(ICT) and artificial
intelligence (Al) to
maximise their po-
tential and presence
in the digital indus-
. tries.

In fact, YTL Communications Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Wing K. Lee (pic) said it is
paramount for young women to partici-
pate in the digital landscape, especially

with today’s Internet accessibility.

“My advice (for women) is to keep
using the Internet, stay curious, stay hun-
gry (for knowledge), get up to speed, and
be good at using Al because Al will not
take over your job, but the person who
knows how to use Al will.

“With the power of the Internet and the
equal right to access it, they can use the In-
ternet to learn and gain resources. The key
to the use of Al is not so much on hard skill
in the sense that we have to build the next
Al but to be very good at using Al tools
such as ChatGPT and Gemini.”,

Wing said this to Bernama after being
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KOTA KINABALU: The State Government is
preparing to introduce a Cyber Security
Bill to address potential cyber threats in
the region.

State Minister of Science, Technology
and Innovation (KSTI), Datuk Dr Ariffin
Arif, said a framework would initially be
established to assess the requirements for
the Bill.

“I have asked my Permanent Secretary
(SUT KSTT) to discuss this with the Director
of State Computer Services Department to
explore the feasibility of implementing
the Bill.

“This initiative is promising. Datuk SUT,
who is also a lawyer, will confer with the
State Attorney General to refine this ef-
fort,” he said after officiating the BIMP-
EAGA Conference, Cyber Security Summit
(BECS) 2024 at the Sabah International
Convention Centre (SICC) recently.

He was accompanied by KSTI Perma-
nent Secretary Datuk Mohd Hanafiah
Mohd Kassim.

Asked about the timeline for tabling
the Bill, Ariffin said it would be presented

a panellist in a dialogue on ‘Digital Liter-

acy and Skill Development in ICT as Ca-
reers Among Young Women’ at the Girls in
ICT Forum 2024, organised by the
Malaysian Communications and Multime-
dia Commission (MCMC) here on Thurs-
day.

The dialogue was moderated by MCMC
chief technology and innovation officer
Shamsul Izhan Abdul Majid. Other panel-
lists were Maybank group chief digital of-
ficer Kalyani Nair and Maxis chief
information officer Ng May Ching.

About the forum, Wing said such initia-
tives are crucial to create awareness

among young women about the impor-
tance of their safety and participation in
the ICT and Al industries.

“Awareness creation is something we
must do, we must invest as a country, and
I applaud the good effort done by the
ministry and MCMC to drive this aware-
ness,” he said while noting that women's
participation in the Al sector is also cru-
cial for a successful deployment of the
technology.

Sharing the same view, senior lecturer
of art and science at the International Uni-
versity of Malaya-Wales, Dr Abdul Rahim
said media literacy and skills in ICT are es-

once the Attorney General of Sabah fi-
nalises it.

He said current efforts are focused on
ensuring the Bill effectively addresses
Sabah's cyber security needs.

“We will present the Bill once it has
been refined by the State Attorney Gen-

Cyber Securlty B pln

Ariffin
(left)
listening
to a cyber
security
briefing
given by
one of the
officers
the
exhibition.

eral’s Office,” Ariffin said.

The Federal Cyber Security Bill 2024 was
approved by the Dewan Rakyat in April,
aimed at enhancing national cyber secu-
rity. through adherence to established
standards and processes for managing
cyber threats.

Women must embrace ICT, Al to maximise potential in industries

sential for everyone, including young
women, to fulfil the needs of the current
dlgltahsed job market.

Meanwhile, GX Bank head of data Car-
oline Chong opined that employers
should prowde a safe space for women to
progress in their careers.

“The most important is the mental as-
pect. It must be a safe place so that it does-
n’t force them (women) to choose between

" their career, family, or responsibility as a

mother, wife, or family member.

“Safe, in the cultural sense, is to provide
the freedom for any women in the organi-
sation to be able to surface out their chal-
lenges without havmg any sort of
prejudice against them,” she told Bernama
after another dialogue titled ‘Bridging the
Gender Gap in Technology: Breaking the
Convention’.

The Girls in ICT Forum 2024, which at-
tracted an audience of 300 participants,
including industry leaders, guests, and
university students, is part of MCMC's
broader initiative aligned with the Sus-
tainable Development Goals, focussing on
literacy, social empowerment, and ex-
panding opportunities within Malaysia’s
technology landscape. - Bernama
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